XXXVII.
MARCELLUS' DEATH.   208 B. C.

MAJXOELLUS and Crispinus, consuls of 208 B. o., faced Hannibal in Lucania
and Apulia. The Carthaginian was growing weaker year by year, but he still
held to his work, he was still the terror of Roman generals. From Metapontum
he advanced to Yenusia as a mere attack in self-defense. Here both, consuls
joined forces. Marcellus was anxious to bring Hannibal to battle; but before
he completed his plans he fell into an ambuscade and was killed. He was,
with Scipio and Nero and Fabius, the stay of Rome. His career had been an
enviable one. Hannibal gave his body honorable sepulture. Having taken
Marcellus' seal-ring, Hannibal tried to use it to capture Salapia, but was foiled.
Crispinus, wounded in the same ambuscade, shortly died. The Carthaginians
remained masters of southern Italy. Scipio in Spain won victories, but he did
not prevent Hasdrubal from escaping him and marching towards Italy. In
this far he failed of his object. Scipio had shown himself brilliant rather than
solid. Rome looked forward to fighting two of the lion's brood instead of one.

MARCELLUS had hosts of friends. His defense to the at-
tacks brought against him was voted to suffice, and in the
eleventh year of the war, B. c. 208, he was elected consul for
the fifth time, with Titus Quinctius Crispinus as his colleague.
The praetors were Licinius Crassus, Licinius Varus, Sextus
Julius Caesar, and Claudius Flaminius.

Nearly all the Spanish tribes having left the Carthaginian
alliance, there was no danger to be anticipated in the affairs
of the peninsula. But though Hasdrubal had been beaten
by Scipio, it was a question whether this had not led to a
still more dangerous condition of affairs. For, having finally
learned by bitter experience that Spain could not best be held
for the Carthaginian cause by fighting in Spain, Hasdrubal
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